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KIRBY, WA The work plans for Operable Unit (OU) 5 and OUS state that all existiing surface water and
Ee D sediment data will be reviewed prior to mnation of field acavines Data collected during
LEEEM the ongoing monitoring activiies may already satisfy the requirements of these work
MALSTIC. /R plans I request that your staff start this data assessment inmedaately so that field work
MORGAN RV mulestones for both OUS5 and OU6 are met.
PRZZUTO. VM
22,? £ q,ﬁLQ Although the scope of this assessment 1s not clear, my staff and I agree that the level of
SHEPLER, A L_ effort appropniate for this assessment 1s sigmficant The final product of this assessment
f*&%‘;g‘ﬁ “g”; will be a techmcal memorandum (TM) for each of the OUs The TM will compile the
TILIMAN, K & data, describe the assessment procedures that were performed, 1nterpret the results of the
_JEBE JS assessment as they apply to the OUs, and develop and propose a justfied strategy for
_‘_x&gg‘ﬁ% i surface water sample collection 1n specific areas
YOUNG E R,
ZANE JO In concurrence with staff members from the Earth Resources Division (ERD), Surface
Water Division (SWD), and Remedial Programs Division (RPD), we ask that the
assessment be performed in the following manner
Literature Review
Uulize existing reports that support the characterization of contamnation in OUS and
oué

Data Compilation
Thus review applies to all surface water and stream sediment data collected form 1989
to present In areas where there 15 groundwater and surface water interaction, use
groundwater data to support any 1nterpretations Pond sediment data includes the
results of all samples collected since the initial construction of each pond Do not limut

CORRES.CONTRO 13 1x this assessment to chemucal data. Include toxicity and ecological studies 1n the

IBAEEIC assessment 1if they will contnbute to the charactenizanon of the drainages Incorporate

supportng studies such as those performed on storm events, pond straufication,
surface water/groundwater interaction, and pond sediment accumulation into the

Reviewed for Addressee
e o A, assessment when appropriate
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Assessment
Delivery deadlines for thus assessment are ted to the schedule for implementation of
field work at each OU For this reason, segment the assessment 1nto two steps  First,
complete an evaluation of pond water and pond sediment Follow step one with an
evaluation of stream channels and creek flows

Complete each assessment with respect to the OU requirements  Address sampling
requirements outlined 1n the Inter-Agency Agreement IAG) However, consider
methods of characterization that will improve on the requirements of the IAG  Justfy
interpretanons with a clear and concise formulation of scientfically accepted concepts
Present the technical memorandum 1n a format that will be easily understood by
readers not expenenced with the methodology used 1n the assessment

Recommendations for samphng may not agree with the work proposed 1n the current
OU sampling plans or the IAG  Outhine and ratonalize 1n detail any deviations from
these documents Prepare standard operating procedures (SOPs) required for any
special sampling not detailed 1n the current surface water volume Since the TM will
serve as the surface water and sediment sampling work plan after complenon, attach
SOPs required for the special sampling to the TM

We believe that a quality assessment of exisung data will produce the ratonale for a
substannal reduction 1n the proposed surface water sampling program for both OUS and
OU6 Therefore, the increased cost of this assessment will be matched with reduced costs
for subcontracted field sampling and analysis The assessment may recommend no
change or additional field samphng Since a thorough understanding of surface water
condinons 1n Woman Creek and Walnut Creek 1s mandatory for these prionity drainage
OUs, savings will be realized duning the development of the Phase 1 Report

The deadline for the complenon of these TMs 1s dictated by your schedule for field
acuvities and the ume required for regulatory approval The EPA has suggested that they
will accelerate their review of TMs for OUS and QU6 to one week However, this review
period will depend on the quality of the TM DOE has been workang closely with EG&G
staff on the scope of these TMs This relatnonship should continue throughout the
assessment process in order to reducing the nme required for internal review and assure
that the EPA 1s informed of our progress To maintain thus relanonship, we request that a
biweekly meeting be scheduled between representauves of DOE, the responsible RPD OU
managers, and experts from SWD and ERD The purpose of the meetng will be to
resolve any 1ssues that anse duning the assessment and to assure that there 1s adequate
coordinatuon between DOE and participatng EG&G Divisions

If you have any questons, please call Jen Pepe at x2184
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