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The work plans for Operable Umt (OU) 5 and OU6 state that a l l  exrstmg surface water and 
sedunent data wdl be revlewd pnor to mmon of field achvlhes Data collected duMg 
the ongorng momtonng mwnes may already sat~sfy the requmcnts  of these work 
plans I request that your staff sm h s  data assessment unmdatdy  so that field work 
rmlestones for both OU5 and OU6 are met. 

Although the scope of ttzls assessment IS not clear, my staff and I agree that the level of 
effort appropnate for h s  assessment is signtficant The final product of dus assessment 
wdl be a techmcal memorandum for ULCh of the OUs The TM wdl compile the 
data, descnbc the assessment procedures that werc performed, mterpnt the results of the 
assessment as they apply to the OUs, and develop and propose a justdied strategy for 
surface water sample collemon in spec& areas 

In concurrence wth staff members from the Earth Resources I)lwion (ERD), Surface 
Water Divlsion (SWD), and R e d d  Programs Dtvlsion (RPD), we ask that the 
assessment be pexfonned m the followmg manner 

Literature Rmew 
Uhhze exlstlng reports that support the charactenzaaon of contarmnauon 111 OU5 and 
OU6 

Data Comphon 
Thls review apphes to aJl surface water and stream sedunent data collected form 1989 
to present In anas when there is groundwater and surface water Interaction, use 
groundwater data to support any mterpremons Pond sedment data includes the 
results of ail  samples collected smce the lninat construcnon of each pond Do not h t  
ths  assessment to chermcal data Include toxlclty and ecological stu&es m the 
assessment if they wdl contnbute to the charactmzaaon of the dramages Incorporate 
suppomng studes such as those performed on storm events, pond strauficatlon, 
surface watedpundwater mteracnon, and pond sadlment accumulmon into the 
assessment when appropnate 
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Assessment 
Delivery deadhnes for th~s assessment are ued to the schedule for unplementaaon of 
field work at each OU For this reason, segment the assessment into two steps Fmt, 
complete an evaluatlon of pond water and pond sdment Follow step one with an 
evaluabon of stream channels and creek flows 

Complete each assessment wth respect to the OU requuements Address samplmg 
requuements outlmed in the Inter-Agency Agreement (IAG) However, consider 
methods of charactenzauon that wll unpmve on the rcqmments of the JAG Justrfy 
rnterpRtahOnS wth a clear and concise fomulahon of sclenblkdly accepted concepts 
Present the tecbcal memorandum m a format that w d  be easily understood by 
readers not expenenced with the methodology used m the assessment 

Recommendahons for sampling may not agree with the work proposed m the current 
OU samphg plans or the IAG Outhe and raaonalize in  detal any deviauons from 
these documents Prepare standard OperaMg procedures (SOPS) requlred for any 
special samplmg not dewled in the cument surface water volume Smce the TM wlll 
serve as the surface water and d m e n t  samphng work plan after complenon, attach 
SOPS requlreed for the special samplrng to the TM 

We believe that a quality assessment of eXiShng data wdl produce the raaonale for a 
substanual reducaon m the proposed surface water samphng program for both OUS and 
OU6 Therefore, the mcreased cost of this assessment will be matched with reduced costs 
for subcontracted field samplrng and analysis The assessment may recommend no 
change or addmonal field samphng Srnce a thorough understandmg of surface water 
con&aons m Woman Creek and Walnut Creek is mandatory for these pnonty dramage 
OUs, savings will be realized dunng the development of the Phase 1 Report 

The deadlrne for the ~0mplehOn of these TMs is bctated by your schedule for field 
acuvities and the tune requred for regulatory approval The EPA has suggested that they 
wdl accelerate theu review of TMs for OUS and OU6 to one week However, this review 
p o d  will depend on the quahty of the TM DOE has been worlang closely with EG&G 
staff on the scope of these T M s  This relanonship should contmue thmughout the 
assessment process in order to reduang the m e  r e q d  for internal review and assure 
that the EPA is rnfomed of OUT progress To m n t a r n  th~s relanonship, we request that a 
biweekly meetlng be scheduled between representauves of DOE, the responsible RPD OU 
managers, and experts from S W D  and ERD The purpose of the meenng wlll be to 
resolve any issues that anse dunng the assessment and to assure that there is adequate 
coordtnauon between DOE and PartICipahng EG&G Divisions 

If you have any quesnons, please call Jen Pepe at x2184 

D&tor 
Envuonmental Restoraaon Division 


