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ALBUQUERQUE OPERATIONS c-- 
ROCKY FLATS AREA OFFICE i 

i PO BOX920 
GOLDEN COLORADO 80402-0928 

_-cc 

k. David C Shelton, Dlrector 
Hazardous Matenal & Waste Management Drwsion 
Colorado Department of Health 
4210 East 1 lth Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80220 

Dear Mr. S helton. 

We have received your letter of October 12,1989 addressing the Rocky Flats Plant (RFP) 
proposal to extend the closure schedule for the exisang sanitary landfill. In that letter, you 
requested that we submt addiaonal i n f m u o n  to better demonstrate our need for this 
extension 

On November 13, 1989 RFP rcpresentaaves met with Messrs Dowsett, Baughman, and 
Dancek, of your staff to discuss the issue. At that meeang, we dtscussed the fact that the 
current RFP landfill was scheduled for closure in 1989 pendmg CDH approval of the 
closure plan. We also noted that an extension to the closure penod was necessary because 
RFP currently has no SahSfaCtOry altemaave for solid waste disposal. Several opuons for 
dealmg wth sanitary solid waste generated at RFP were presented. These included: 

1 Send all smtary waste to a local, off-site sanitary landfill. 

2. Segregate samtary waste and send only "no nsk" sanitary waste to a local, off-site 
landfill. 

3. Extend the operating life of the 

Subtitle D design standards. 

istlng landfill to approximately mid-1991, 
concurrent wth the development o r a new on-site landfill whrch meets the proposed 

As dtscussed at that meeting, the DOE would like to ensure that the disposihon of sanitary 
wastes is as fully protective of human health and the envlronment as possible. Even 
though the smtary waste can now be disposed of at a local off-site facility, we are 
concerned both about the pubhc percepnon associated wth RFP wastes of any type, and 
about madvextent contarmnaaon of sanitary wastes. It is our view that the former concern 
can be allevnted thnt on-site &spsaL f i s k  associated wth madvextent contarmnaaon can 
be mnimzed through the engmeemng and management controls idenhfied in the proposed 
Subatle D requmments. 
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Therefore, as a p e d  to at the 11/13/89 meeang, we wdl pursue the development of a new 
landfill at the site and conunue use of the eXiShng landfill unhl such tune as the new 
landfill is ready (per attached schedule). We d also develop plans to idenhfy pmcular 
sources of sohd waste whch wdl be beyond reproach, in terms of potential contarmnahon, 
for off-site disposal 

We wdl present our plans to the Jefferson County planrung staff m the next month or SO 
and submt our applicauon early 1990 As agreed, we will nohfy your staff of the results 
of interacoon with Jefferson County officials 

Please contact me, or have your staff  coni^ I Mark Van Der Puy, of my staff, on 
966-2473 if you have any qUeStIOnS 

Sincerely, 

Manager 

Enclosure 

cc w/o encl 
M Amdt, Rockwell 
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