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Scott R. Surovchak
U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Legacy Management
11025 Dover Street, Suite 1000
Westminster, Colorado 80021

Dear Mr. Surovchak:

Based on the authority conferred to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) by
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the
Service reviewed your January 6, 2011, letter regarding reinitiation of consultation
under section 7 of the ESA. Reinitiation is necessitated by the December 15,2010,
designation of critical habitat for the threatened Preble's meadow jumping mouse,
Zapus hudsonius preblei (Preble's) at the Rocky Flats site.

In April 2004, the Service issued a programmatic biological opinion that addressed
selected clean-up and closure activities at the site. While clean-up and closure are
complete, some activities still remain as part of the Rocky Flats Legacy Management
Agreement, a Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), and the Colorado
Hazardous Waste Act (CHWA). You are requesting reinitiation of consultation to
both update the existing biological opinion and to address the designated critical
habitat.

We recognize that updating the existing programmatic consultation and incorporating
the recently designated critical habitat into the biological assessment will take some
time, and we appreciate your letter informing us that you understand that reinitiation
is necessary and that you are working on updating and submitting the biological
assessment during 2011. Reinitiation will formally begin the date that we receive
your updated biological assessment; in the meantime, the existing biological opinion
is still valid.



Mr. Scott Surovchak, Rocky Flats Preble's Critical Habitat reinitiation

We look forward to working with you on the updated consultation. If the Service can
be of further assistance, please contact Alison Deans Michael of my staff at (303)
236-4758.

Sincerely,

/)~J~
Susan C. Linner
Colorado Field Supervisor

ec: Stoller, Rocky Flats (lody Nelson)
Michael
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