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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN 

PUBLIC COMMENT MEETING 

Wednesday, March 13, 1991 
City Park Recreation Center 
10455 Sheridan Boulevard 

Westminster, Colorado 80030 
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P R O C E E D I N G S  - - - - - - - - - - -  
MS. WENDY GREEN: I'd like to go ahead and get 

started, if people could go ahead and sit down. Okay. I 

will now formally commence this public meeting to receive 

comments on the U. S .  Department of Energy's proposed final 

Rocky Flats Plant Community Relations Plan for the 

Environmental Restoration program. Tonight's public meeting 

is officially designated as the Westminster, Colorado, public 

comment meeting, on the proposed final Community Relations 

Plan, held on the 13th day of March, 1991, at the Westminster 

City Park Recreation Center, 10455 Sheridan Boulevard, 

Westminster, Colorado, commencing at 7:40 p.m. 

My name is Wendy Green, and I'm the Meeting Officer 

for tonight's public comment meeting. I'm a technical 

facilitator from the University of Colorado at Denver's 

Center for Public/Private Section Cooperation. In addition 

to technical facilitation like I'm doing this evening, my 

work with the Center includes training of public sector 

managers and public policy research. 

I have been retained this evening by the U .  S. 

Department of Energy to conduct this public comment meeting 

as an independent, unbiased party, to insure that all 

interested organizations and individuals have the opportunity 

to comment on the proposed final plan. What that means is 

that I am not an advocate for or against any party, nor am I 
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for or against any position taken by any party. Rather, I'm 

a neutral party in this process, and my job is to supervise 

the conduct of the meeting. 

The proposed final Community Relations Plan was 

prepared by the U. S.  Department of Energy and it's operating 

contractor, EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. The document was written 

in order to meet the community relations requirements of the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and 

Liability Act, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 

the Colorado Hazardous Waste Act, the National Environmental 

Policy Act, and the Interagency Agreement. 

The proposed final Community Relations Plan was 

released for public review on January 30, 1991. A public 

notice announcing the availability of the document, the sixty 

day public comment period, the February 21, 1991 public 

information meeting, and tonight's public comment meeting, 

was published in three major daily newspapers in the Denver 

area. I have marked the text and the publication date of the 

newspaper notice as Exhibit 1 for the proceeding and will now 

introduce it for the public record. In addition, I have 

marked the proposed final Community Relations Plan, dated 

January 3 0 ,  1991, as Exhibit 2 and I introduce it into the 

record of this proceeding as  well. 

(Whereupon, Exhibits 1 and 2 

were received in the record.) 
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You as members of the public, have two different 

options for making comments on the proposed final Community 

Relations Plan. You can make oral comments this evening, or 

you can submit written comments to the U. S.  Department of 

Energy by March 31st. Both written and oral comments will 

receive equal consideration. If you would like to submit 

something in writing, you can either do so by submitting it 

this evening, or by mailing it to Beth Brainard, Public 

Affairs Officer, at the U. S.  Department of Energy's Rocky 

Flats Plant Office. Her address is available at the 

registration table if you would like to do that. 

All participants in the comment meeting will be 

listed in the meeting record. Sitting to my left is Sherry 

Thorsen, who is the C o u r t  Reporter for this meeting. Her j o b  

is to transcribe verbatim the proceedings of this meeting 

tonight. If you have prepared written comments that you 

would like to submit to supplement your oral testimony, or if 

you have a transcript of your oral testimony, please bring it 

forward when I call on you to make your comments. I will 

then give it to the Court Reporter and she will mark it as an 

exhibit of the proceedings. It will then be entered into the 

record, in addition to the transcript of your oral comments. 

A responsiveness summary, which is a written 

summary of all of the responses to oral and written comments, 

will be prepared by the U. S. Department of Energy and will 
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be made part of the administrative record. After reviewing 

the record from these proceedings, along with the written 

comments that have been received, the U. S. Department of 

Energy, with the concurrence and approval of the U. S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, and the Colorado Department 

of Health, may modify or supplement the proposed final 

Community Relations Plan. 

After I conclude my remarks, you will have an 

opportunity to ask questions about the procedures that we 

will be using this evening. Then, Beth Brainard, who is the 

Public Information Officer for the Department of Energy's 

Rocky Flats Plant, will give a short presentation on the 

proposed final Community Relations Plan for any of you who 

missed the information meeting that was held last month. We 

will follow that with a brief question and answer period that 

is designed to help clarify issues related to the Community 

Relations Plan in order to help you prepare your comments. 

Questions will be answered by the panel, who is to 

my right and I'll introduce them in a moment. Following the 

question and answer portion of the meeting, we will begin 

accepting the oral comments. If you plan to make any 

comments, I need you to register with Tracy Williams at the 

registration table in the back. Commentors are going to be 

called on in the order in which they are registered, and they 

are asked to deliver their comments from the table with the 
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microphone a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  room. 

Does anyone have any ques t ions  about t h e  process  

we're going t o  be u s i n g  t h i s  evening? Okay. Then, Beth 

Brainard w i l l  make her  b r i e f  p re sen ta t ion  on t h e  proposed 

f i n a l  Community Rela t ions  Plan. 

MS. BETH BRAINARD:  I ' m  going t o  t r y  and keep t h i s  

b r i e f .  I recognize most of t h e  f a c e s  and I t h i n k  t h a t  most 

of you were here  f o r  the  information meeting, and s o  we w i l l  

t r y  and t h e r e ' s  a handout i n  t h e  back t h a t  w i l l  g u i d e  you 

through t h e  presenta t ion .  Bas ica l ly ,  t h e  Community Rela t ions  

Plan was developed t o  provide us  w i t h  a groundwork f o r  

community i nvolvement i n t h e  environmental r e s t o r  a t  ion 

p r o j e c t s  ou t  a t  Rocky F l a t s .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  not  an a l l -  

inc lus ive  document, i t  c e r t a i n l y  does n o t  represent  all of 

the pub l i c  a f f a i r s  and community a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  going t o  

be commenced f o r  t h a t  s i te .  B u t ,  i t  i s  what we be l ieve  t o  be 

a very good foundation f o r  a s o l i d  community r e l a t i o n s  p lan  

and a community involvement program. 

The plan was designed t o  meet regula tory  

requirements and a l s o  community i n t e r e s t s .  W e  do have t o  

comply w i t h  CERCLA. We have t o  comply w i t h  t h e  Colorado 

Hazardous Waste Act. We a l s o  have t h e  I A G ,  which was signed 

i n  t h e  l a s t  couple of months. B u t ,  i t  a l s o  incorpora tes  

ideas  t h a t  were brought t o  u s  by t h e  publ ic .  I t  i s  no t  

completely con t ro l l ed  by regula tory  documents and we hope 
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t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t s  some of t h e  w a n t s  and  d e s i r e s  of t h e  

community, and  t h a t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  w h a t  we're here  t o  f i n d  o u t  

t o n i g h t  and  f i n d  o u t  where we've missed  and  where w e  need  t o  

improve . 
T h i s  p u b l i c  c r e a t e d  t h i s  document.  W e  went  o u t  and  

d i d  6 7  community i n t e r v i e w s .  W e  t a l k e d  t o  f o l k s .  And, i f  

you look  a t  t h e  h a n d o u t s ,  you c a n  see b a s i c a l l y  who w e  t a l k e d  

t o  and  wha t  t h e  demograph ics  were. Our h o p e  was t o  go i n t o  

t h e  homes, g o  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e s ,  w e  s p e n t ,  you know, two a n d  

t h r e e  h o u r s  w i t h  f o l k s ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  w h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  

were, w h a t  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  were, how t h e y  c o u l d  be b e t t e r  

reached by n o t  o n l y  u s ,  b u t  by EPA's i n f o r m a t i o n ,  by CDH's 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and  t h e  t y p e s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  needed  

from u s ,  and  w e  t h i n k  that p r o b a b l y  more t h a n  a n y t h i n g ,  t h a t  

w a s  p r o b a b l y  o n e  of t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  and  most e d u c a t i o n a l  

processes t h a t  we 've  engaged  i n  i n  a l o n g  t i m e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  

J i l l ,  who i s  t h e  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  Community R e l a t i o n s  

P l a n ,  l e a r n e d  a l o t  and  I t h i n k  w e  a l l  g a i n e d  a l o t  of 

knowledge a s  t o  w h a t  p e o p l e  n e e d  and  w h a t  t h e y  want .  

As you c a n  see by t h e  l i s t ,  w e  d i d  t a l k  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s ,  w e  t a l k e d  t o  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  w e  went  

and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  Mayors. W e  t r i e d  t o  speak t o  l o c a l  

b u s i n e s s e s ,  w e  t r i e d  t o  speak t o  a s  many of t h e  a c t i v i s t s  and  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  poss ib le .  And, c e r t a i n l y  t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t o  

some of t h e  news med ia  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  o r  f o l l o w  t h e  s t o r y  
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v e r y  c l o s e l y  and  have  a l o t  of knowledge.  And, l i k e  I s a i d ,  

w e  g o t  a l o t  of good i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t h i n k  a l o t  of w h a t  w e  

l e a r n e d  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  p l a n .  

The f o l k s  t h a t  w e  i n t e r v i e w e d  e x p r e s s e d  b a s i c a l l y  

f i v e  a r e a s  t h a t  t h e y  had c o n c e r n s ,  t h a t  t h e y  wanted  t o  see 

a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  came o u t  a b o u t  t h e  p l a n  and  

t h e  t y p e s  of m e e t i n g s  t h a t  w e  h e l d .  One, t h e y  h a d  c o n c e r n s  

a b o u t  h e a l t h  a f f ec t s .  They wanted  t o  know w h a t  was g o i n g  o n  

i n  t h a t  r e g a r d ,  b o t h  t o  t h e  community and  t o  t h e  worker. 

They were c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s .  They wanted  

t o  know a b o u t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o - ~ e c t s ,  how t h e y  were g o i n g  

t o  be commenced, what  was g o i n g  t o  happen .  They wanted  t o  

know s c h e d u l e s .  They a l s o  wanted  t o  know a b o u t  economic  

i s s u e s ,  i n  terms of b o t h  t h e  p l a n t ' s  o p e r a t i o n  and  the 

p l a n t ' s  i n o p e r a t i o n .  

They f e l t  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  processes. And, f i n a l l y ,  t h e y  

wanted t o  t a l k  and  t h e y  wanted  t o  know a l i t t l e  b i t  more 

a b o u t  d e f e n s e  p o l i c y  and how t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  implemented  and  

who t h e  ca re t ake r s  a r e  of t hose  programs. They g a v e  us- - in  

t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w e  f o u n d  b a s i c a l l y  f i v e  a r e a s  t h a t  t h e y  seemed 

t o  t h i n k  were good f o r  g e t t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u t .  A s  you c a n  

see by t h e  l i s t ,  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  f a c t  s h e e t s ,  p u b l i c  

m e e t i n g s ,  computer b u l l e t i n  board and  b r i e f i n g s ,  and  a s  I 

s a i d  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m e e t i n g ,  abou t  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t  w e  

. . .  
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a r e  no t  going t o  be ab le  t o  meet immediately, bu t  we 

c e r t a i n l y  a r e  s t i l l  very i n t e r e s t e d  i s  t h e  computer b u l l e t i n  

board. 

We a l s o  asked them how they wanted t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  t h e  cleanup a c t i v i t i e s ,  what ways d i d  they f e e l  they could 

have t h e  b e s t  involvement, and once again,  you can look a t  

your handout, they thought t h a t  a community work group o r  a 

t echn ica l  review group would be very he lp fu l  i n  t h e  

preliminary s t a g e s  of t he  d r a f t  of t h e  document. They a l s o  

wanted document review. They needed--they be l ieve  they 

needed more time t o  look a t  documents, they needed time t o  

d i g e s t  t h e  ma te r i a l ,  they wanted pub l i c  comment on those 

documents, they wanted workshops where we brought t echn ica l  

people i n ,  a s  wel l  a s  CDH and EPA t o  t a l k  about t h e  programs, 

t o  t a l k  about t h e  plans,  and they wanted up f r o n t  planning. 

The--as I s a i d ,  t h i s  was developed w i t h  a l o t  of 

regulatory requirements b u t  a l s o  a l o t  of information t h a t  w e  

gained from t h e  interviews and have gleaned from t h e  pub l i c  

meetings. Ce r t a in ly ,  we a r e  required t o  have information 

r epos i to r i e s .  We a r e  required t o  have an adminis t ra t ive  

record,  and I understand t h a t ' s  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  being 

complete. We do keep a mailing l i s t .  W e  disseminate news 

r e l eases ,  pub l i c  meetings and responsiveness summaries, much 

l i k e  t h e  one t h a t  y o u ' l l  g e t  f o r  t h i s  comment per iod.  

Bas ica l ly ,  what we d i d  i n  t h i s  p l an  i s  we ou t l ined  
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a d d i t i o n a l ,  not  only what we had t o  do t o  remain i n  

compliance w i t h  t h e  agreements, b u t  a l s o  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  e f f o r t s  t h a t  a r e  e i t h e r  c u r r e n t l y  i n  progress  o r  

would l i k e  t o  implement and c e r t a i n l y  some o f  t h e m  a r e  

already going. Our plan has been going on f o r  a long time 

and w i l l  be enhanced. Others w i l l  be added. We do provide 

p u b l i c  tours .  We do have a speaker 's  bureau, employee 

communications i s  another channel o f  communication where we 

g e t  t o  our employees a s  much information about t h e  p l a n t .  

They c e r t a i n l y  a r e  another p u b l i c .  

B r i e f i n g s  and p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e y  want f a c t  s h e e t s  

and c i t i z e n  guides. Environmental r e s t o r a t i o n  updates. 

Those a r e  bi-monthly r e p o r t s  t h a t  t a l k  about t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  

p r o j e c t s  and t h e  s t a t u s  and t h e  monitoring f i g u r e s  t h a t  we're 

g e t t i n g  and jus t - - i t ' s  a v a r i e t y  o f  information about t h e  

environmental r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  and what we're t r y i n g  t o  

do out  on t h e  s i t e .  Technical  review group. Between t h e  

time t h a t  t h e  IAG was a c t u a l l y  signed and l a s t  summer, i t  was 

r a i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  needed t o  be some s o r t  o f  an i n t e r i m  

community r e l a t i o n s  plan before- - that  was crea ted  and 

approved and used p r i o r  t o  obviously t h i s  CPR. 

We're only i n  t h e  p u b l i c  comment period r i g h t  now, 

i t ' s  not i n  i t ' s  f i n a l  s t a g e s  y e t ,  t h e  p u b l i c  brought t o  our 

a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  we needed t o  have a plan i n  p l a c e ,  and 

c e r t a i n l y  we implemented an inter im community r e l a t i o n  plan 
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t h a t  went  i n t o  e f f ec t  i n  F e b r u a r y  of t h i s  y e a r .  I t  does  

r e f l e c t  a l o t  of t h e  o b l e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  p l a n s ,  b u t  i t ' s  

a much more condensed  v e r s i o n  and  t h a t ' s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  

r e a d i n g  room now. 

The s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  of t h i s  p l a n ,  a s  

you c a n  see,  w e  a r e  now i n  t h e  p u b l i c  comment s t a g e ,  and  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  d a t e  t h a t  you n e e d  t o  n o t e  

r i g h t  now i s  t h a t - - i s  t h e  c lose  of t h e  p u b l i c  comment and  

l i k e  I s a y ,  t h e - - l i k e  h a s  b e e n  s a i d ,  t h e  w r i t t e n  comments a s  

w e l l  a s  t h e  o r a l  comments a r e  e q u a l l y  w e i g h t e d .  We c e r t a i n l y  

hope t h a t  i f  you come u p  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  more t o n i g h t  a f t e r  

you 've  g i v e n  u s  comments t o  h e a r  from you a g a i n .  T h e r e ' s  n o  

l i m i t  t o  how much you c a n  s u b m i t  and  w e ' l l  t a k e  w h a t  you have  

and welcome your  i d e a s .  And, w h a t ' s  t h e  d e a d l i n e  o n  t h e  

pub1 IC-- 

MS. GREEN: March 3 0 t h .  

MS. BRAINARD: March 3 0 t h .  Anyhow, March 3 0 t h  i s  

t h e  d e a d l i n e  and  a s  I s a y ,  s u b m i t  t hem t o  u s  a n d  w e  welcome 

your  i d e a s  and  s u g g e s t i o n s .  

MS. GREEN: Okay. A s  I n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  w e  had a 

m e e t i n g  on-- they had  a m e e t i n g  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 1 s t  and  t h e  

p u r p o s e  of t h a t  m e e t i n g  w a s  b o t h  t o  descr ibe  t h e  p l a n  and  t o  

d e a l  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  i f  anybody had  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

p l a n .  And, I ' d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  your  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  a g a i n .  

If you have  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  p a n e l  
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about t h e  plan t h a t  has  been developed before  we s t a r t  t h e  

formal comment period? Okay. 

I ' l l  go ahead and introduce t h e  panel .  They a r e  

a l s o  here  t o  ask quest ions  o f  t h e  commentors i n  c a s e  t h a t  

t h e y  have any quest ions  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  comments. Obviously 

Beth Brainard i s  t h e  f i r s t  person. Then Terry S m i t h ,  who's 

manager o f  Community R e l a t i o n s  EG&G Rocky F l a t s .  

Pennock, who i s  t h e  Community R e l a t i o n s  Coordinator f o r  t h e  

U.  S. Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  Agency, and t h e n  l a s t  i s  Ann 

Lockhart ,  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  Manager f o r  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  Program 

U n i t  o f  t h e  Colorado Department o f  Health. 

Then Sonya 

We w i l l  now s t a r t  t h e  formal comment por t ion  o f  

ton ight ' s  meeting. L e t ' s  see .  Comments on any i s s u e s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  proposed Community R e l a t i o n s  Plan a r e  

appropriate.  Also ,  panel merffbers may ask c l a r i f y i n g  

quest ions  during your comments, i f  they f i n d  t h a t  they need 

t o  ask those  quest ions  t o  understand what you're saying. I 

want t o  s t r e s s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a formal meeting, and a recorded 

proceeding. I n  o ther  words, everything t h a t  i s  s a i d  a t  t h i s  

meeting i s  being recorded and a f u l l  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be 

prepared. 

It  i s  imperative t h a t  we develop a complete record 

o f  your comments, so when you speak,  we need you t o  come 

forward t o  t h e  microphone and speak a u d i b l y  one a t  a time 

i n t o  t h e  microphone. P lease  b e g i n  your comments by s t a t i n g  
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your name and your mailing address. One final comment. 

There will be a transcript of the meeting and it will be 

available for public review at the information repositories. 

Those repositories are listed in the public notice for 

tonight's meetings and details about them are also available 

at the registration table. 

Okay. Barb Moore? I've been told that this 1s a 

directional microphone and you need to get as close as 

to it. Okay. 

MS. BARB MOORE: My name is Barb Moore.  

 . My 

this evening, we've been told by the Department of 

Energy and EG&G and others, that this Community Relations 

Plan is one of the best Community Relations Plan in the 

nation. It really is a sad commentary to the importance of a 

Community Relations Plan to say this. After many interviews 

EG&G and DOE have conducted, and a tremendous amount of 

compiling of information, DOE has come up with a whopping 33 

pages of document and this 33 pages of documents fails 

miserably to meet the needs of the surrounding communities of 

the Rocky Flats plant. 

If this is the best CRP that DOE has, I sure would 

hate to see the worst that they have. The site description 

in the CRP is ungrievous error, and I will be submitting a 

proposed replacement for several of those paragraphs. One 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 5  

e r r o r  i n  i t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  and  o n e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e p e a t e d l y  

d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  h e a r i n g s ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

n e a r e s t  community i s  o n e  m i l e  from t h e  p l a n t ,  n o t  s i x  m i l e s .  

I f  t h e  DOE w o u l d  look  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  b o u n d a r i e s ,  t h e y  would 

f i n d  t h i s  o u t .  T h e r e  a r e  h o u s e s ,  farms, s c h o o l s  a n d  

b u s i n e s s e s  a l l  w i t h i n  a t w o  m i l e  r a d i u s  of t h i s  p l a n t .  

The p l a n t  h i s t o r y  i s  s e r i o u s l y  f l a w e d  i n  t h i s  C R P  

and i n  n o  way r e p r e s e n t s  a t r u t h f u l  and  a c c u r a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  

r e c o r d  of t h e  Rocky F l a t s  p l a n t .  The c i t i z e n s  of t h i s  

community a r e  w e l l  i n fo rmed  a s  t o  what  t h e  a c t u a l  h i s t o r y  of 

t h i s  p l a n t  i s ,  and  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  C R P  i s  a n  i n s u l t  t o  

our i n t e l l i g e n c e  and  o u r  knowledge. More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  

downplays  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  a c c i d e n t s ,  s p i l l s ,  b u r i a l s ,  

dumpings,  of t o n s  and  t o n s  of r a d i o a c t i v e  h a z a r d o u s  waste 

o v e r  t h e  p a s t  39 y e a r s .  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n - - t h e  CRP t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  record,  and  t h i s  record i s  s t i l l  n o t  i n t a c t  i n  

a l i b r a r y .  I t  i s  a r e q u i r e m e n t  of t h e  IAG t h a t  t h i s  r e c o r d  

be  m a i n t a i n e d  and  k e p t  i n t a c t  and  i s  o n e  of t h e  f e w  r e s o u r c e s  

t h e  community h a s  of r e s e a r c h i n g  and  f i n d i n g  o u t  how t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  and  c l e a n o u t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  p r o g r e s s i n g  a t  t h e  

p l a n t .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  r e c o r d  b e i n g  kept  i n t a c t  a t  a l l  times, 

i t  i s  a g r e a t  h a n d i c a p  t o  t h e  communi t i e s  and  t h e  researchers 

t h a t  a r e  l o o k i n g  i n t o  these  i s s u e s .  

The--1 have  r e a l  problem w i t h  t h e  Community 
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R e l a t i o n s  P l a n  a n d  t h e  I A G  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e s  n o  

medium o r  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  p u b l i c .  The EPA a n d  t h e  CDH have a d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  

t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  are  j u s t  o u t  o n  a l e d g e .  I f  

we d o  n o t  l i k e  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  o u t  there ,  a n d  we see a 

s e r i o u s  f a u l t  i n  i t ,  o u r  o n l y  r e c o u r s e  is a c i v i l  l a w s u i t .  

T h e  I A G  was developed t o  keep DOE o u t  o f  c o u r t .  We 

a l s o  n e e d  a m e c h a n i s m  t o  keep t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  from s u i n g  DOE 

a n d  have a d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  s o  we c a n  s i t  down a n d  d i s c u s s  

these  d i f f e r e n c e s  together  i n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  t o  t h e  C o u r t s .  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  would  b e  a waste o f  o u r  time a n d  D O E ' S  time a n d  a 

waste o f  o u r  r e s o u r c e s ,  The t r u e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  I A G  i s  t o  keep 

DOE o u t  o f  c o u r t s  a n d  o n  t o  c l e a n u p .  We a l s o  n e e d  t h a t  f o r  

t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  

I s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t  a n d  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  

E n e r g y ,  E G & G ,  CDH a n d  EPA e s t a b l i s h  a c i t i z e n  d i s p u t e  

r e s o l u t i o n  committee t h a t  h a s  t h e  same power a n d  t h e  same 

d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a s  t h e  EPA a n d  CDH already have. I n  

regard  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  s u m m a r i e s ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  

s u m m a r i e s  m u s t  be made a v a i l a b l e  o n  a more t imely basis .  

T h e s e  s u m m a r i e s  a l s o  m u s t  i n c l u d e  i n  o n e  d o c u m e n t  a l l  w r i t t e n  

a n d  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y .  A t  t h i s  time t h e  w r i t t e n  a n d  t h e  o r a l  

t e s t i m o n i e s  are  k e p t  i n  separate d o c u m e n t s .  

I f i n d  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  two t e s t i m o n i e s  t o  be 

a h a r d s h i p  f o r  u s  a n d  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  n e e d  t o  know w h a t  

n 
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a l l  t h e  c o m m e n t s  are.  So, I w o u l d  s t r o n g l y  u r g e  t h a t  a l l  

c o m m e n t s ,  w r i t t e n  a n d  o r a l ,  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  

s u m m a r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  these r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  s u m m a r i e s  b e  

p r o d u c e d  o n  a more t imely  b a s i s .  I t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  time 

t h i s  e v e n i n g .  I w i l l  be  s u b m i t t i n g  a more complete p l a n  i n  

t h e  f u t u r e .  

MS. GREEN: D i d  y o u  have a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o f  Barb? 

MS. BRAINARD: I w o u l d  hope s h e  w o u l d  s u b m i t  some 

spec i f i c  s u g g e s t i o n s .  

MS. GREEN: O k a y .  

MS. BRAINARD: On t h e s e ,  okay? Good. 

MS. GREEN: O k a y .  P a u l a  E l o f s o n - G a r d i n e ?  

MS. PAULA ELOFSON-GARDINE: H i .  My name i s  P a u l a  

E l o f s o n - G a r d i n e .  E-L-0-F-S-0-N h y p h e n  G-A-R-D-I-N-E.  

 I am t h e  

d i r e c t o r  a n d  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  C o n c e r n e d  H e a l t h  T e c h n i c i a n s  

f o r  a C l e a n e r  Colorado. I a l s o  am a n  o f f i c e r  o n  t h e  board o f  

d i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n .  Joe 

Temple, h o w e v e r ,  i s  t h e  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  t h a t  g r o u p .  

I h a v e  a number o f  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

b r i n g  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a r e  s e r i o u s  f laws i n  t h i s  

report .  I w i l l  be s u b m i t t i n g  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  s i n c e  they are  

t o o  n u m e r o u s  t o  e n u m e r a t e  t o n i g h t .  I t h i n k  t h e  most a l a r m i n g  

c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t h e  m i s c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p l a n t .  A s  Barb s a i d ,  I w o u l d  s u p p o r t  her i n  
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her assessment t h a t  i t ' s  a t r a v e s t y  and an i n s u l t  t o  those  

people t h a t  a r e  informed c i t i z e n s  t h a t  a r e  well aware o f  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  p l a n t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  on pages nine  and page 

seven,  I would c i t e  t h a t  your s i g n i f i c a n t  event d e s c r i p t i o n s  

o f  1957 and 969 a r e  so s e r i o u s l y  flawed, I would urge you t o  

go back t o  your h i s t o r y  books and i n t e r n a l  memos. 

I would c i t e  t h e  c r i t i c a l i t y  s a f e t y  assessment 

i n t e r n a l  memos and t h e  appendices o f  t h a t  r e p o r t ,  t h e  1980 

E I S ,  t h e  Health and S a f e t y  Lab DOE Krey and Hardy Report ,  t h e  

NCAR repor t  and Marte l l  Report o f  Plutonium 239 and Americium 

2 4 1  contamination o f  the  Denver a r e a ,  and comments on t h e  

1957 f i r e  by Dr. Car l  Johnson, w h i c h  e x t r a p o l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  

r e l e a s e  and d u s t  loading o f  destroyed banks o f  HEPA f i l t e r s  

alone from t h e  1 9 5 7  f i r e  i s  equal t o  approximately 1 5 , 3 3 7  

c u r i e s  o f  plutonium re leased  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  And,  s i n c e  t h e  

current  o f f  t h e  monitors o r  had no monitoring c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  

over a week, e i g h t  days a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  they s t i l l  had a 

1 3 , 0 0 0  microcurie  r e l e a s e ,  w h i c h  exceeded 1 6 , 0 0 0  times t h e  

d a i l y  r e l e a s e  permiss ible .  I ' d  say t h a t  says  enough i n  

i t s e l f ,  wouldn't you? 

And, t h e  r e l e a s e s  t h a t  they c i t e  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  

f o r  t h e  CRP i s  2 6 , 0 0 0  microcuries.  I ' d  say t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  

b i t  o f  a discrepancy when t h e  transuranium elements i n  t h e  

environment repor t  by t h e  DOE i t s e l f  i n  1 9 7 7  l i s t e d  fourteen 

c u r i e s  o f f  s i t e - - o r  excuse me, 1 0  o n - s i t e ,  four o f f - s i t e ,  
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w h i c h  amounts t o  2 2 . 8  m i l l i o n  l e t h a l  doses o r  22--excuse me, 

228 grams o f  plutonium. I ' d  say t h a t ' s  enough t o  concern any 

c l o s e  i n  r e s i d e n t ,  wouldn't you? 

On t o  o ther  a r e a s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  on page 9 ,  you 

l i s t  t h a t  plutonium p a r t i c l e s  can bare ly  penetra te  t h e  s k i n  

sur face  and can be completely stopped by a s h e e t  o f  paper. 

One o f  our a f f i l i a t e s  w i t h  t h e  Cleanup Commission apparently 

questioned your author o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  who s t a t e d  t h a t  yes,  

t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  we only d e a l  w i t h  alpha r a d i a t i o n  out  a t  t h e  

p l a n t ,  and I ' d  say t h a t  i s  an o u t r i g h t  f a l l a c y .  I f  t h i s  

person i s  t h a t  sadly  misinformed, I hope y o u ' l l  p u t  t h i s  

person through r e t r a i n i n g .  

S ince  your own q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t ,  I w i l l  c i t e  t h i s  h e a l t h  

phys ics  r e p o r t ,  radioac t ive  m a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Rocky 

F l a t s  P l a n t  monthly information exchange meeting,  i f  t h e y  

look a t  t h e i r  own d a t a ,  i t  shows you have alpha and b e t a  and 

gamma e m i t t e r s .  I would s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r  you again back t o  

t h e  c r i t i c a l i t y  s a f e t y  assessment r e p o r t  o f  1989 ,  I b e l i e v e ,  

i n  w h i c h  they found one o f  your d u c t s  had s u c h  s e r i o u s  

Americium contamination t h a t  they were wrapping i t  i n  l ead  

s h i e l d i n g  i n  an attempt t o  amel iorate  t h e  gamma r a d i a t i o n  

t h a t  was being exuded by t h a t .  

Also,  t h e  EPA has a r e p o r t  t h a t  they p u t  out  i n  

1977,  transuranium elements i n  t h e  genera l  environment 

proposed guidance f o r  dose l imits  f o r  people exposed. From 
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1 9 7 8  a n d  EPA's estimate was 11 c u r i e s  o f  p l u t o n i u m  a n d  o n e  

c u r i e  o f  A m e r i c i u m  released w i t h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f f  s i t e .  

So, I w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  t o  d o  some c o r r e c t i o n  a n d  back s t e p p i n g  

o n  these  repor ts  so t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  c o n t i n u e  t o  A) i n s u l t  t h e  

p u b l i c ;  a n d  B )  take  u s  f o r  a b u n c h  o f  imbeciles.  

P a s t  r e p o r t s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  n e w s l e t t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  be  i n v o l v e d  w i t h .  I w o u l d  say t h a t  a s  

members o f  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n  who are  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o c u s e d  o n  c l e a n u p  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  I t h i n k  i t ' s  

u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  g r a n t  g r o u p  was n o t  

allowed t o  be i n t i m a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c l e a n u p  n e w s l e t t e r  

process w i t h  r e g u l a r  c o l u m n s ,  e t c . ,  f o r  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  i n p u t  

t o  t h e  process.  

I have some o t h e r  c o m m e n t s  here. I t h i n k  t h a t  

there  i s  some c o n c e r n  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  

p l a n t ' s  p a r t  t o  address t h e  r e s i d u e s  a n d  t h e  drums.  I 

r e a l i z e  t h a t ' s  n o t  completely i n  t h e  CRP,  however, i n  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  how much y o u  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  here,  

there  i s  some r e a l  c o n c e r n ,  a g a i n ,  w i t h  d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n .  

A s  B a r b  b r o u g h t  u p ,  t h a t  we d o  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  some 

r e l i e f  b e y o n d  g o i n g  t o  t h e  c o u r t s .  

S i n c e  these r e l a t i v e  a m o u n t s  o f  r a d i o n u c l i d e s  are  

s u c h  t h a t  i f  y o u  h a v e  barrels  t h a t  have t h o u s a n d  gram l i m i t s ,  

a n d  y o u r  s o d i u m  i o d i d e  d e t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l i t y  sa fe ty  

a s s e s s m e n t ,  a p p e n d i c e s  D ,  show t h a t  y o u  h a d  a f l u c t u a t i o n  o f  
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p l u s  o r  m i n u s  3 , 0 0 0  grams o f  p l u t o n i u m  per b a r r e l ,  i f  y o u  

have 6 1  c u r i e s  per b a r r e l ,  i f  i t ' s  o n l y  g o t  1 , 0 0 0  grams of  

p l u t o n i u m  i n  i t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e r n  

i n  terms o f  waste a n d  waste s t o r a g e  a n d  waste t r e a t m e n t  

i s s u e s ,  t h a t  s t i l l  h a v e  y e t  t o  be a d d r e s s e d .  

So, I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  p i c t u r e  here i s  s t i l l  

b e i n g  o b s c u r e d  by I w o u l d  c a l l  t h e  c o a p t a t i o n  p l a n  o f  t h e  

p u b l i c .  Thank you.  

MS. GREEN: Thank y o u .  Okay.  Joe Temple. 

MR. JOE TEMPLE: I ' m  Joe Temple w i t h  t h e  R o c k y  

F l a t s  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n ,   

 I j u s t  have a few c o m m e n t s  t o n i g h t .  T h e  m a i n  o n e  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  i s  t h a t  t h e  R o c k y  F l a t s  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n  b e  

p l a c e d  o n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  review committee t h a t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  

i n  t h e  Community R e l a t i o n s  P l a n .  W e  f e e l  l i k e  we have a l o t  

t o  o f f e r  from a t e c h n i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  a n d  we'd l i k e  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  o n  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

I w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  we w o u l d  h o p e  

t h a t  t h e  u p d a t e  t h a t  DOE p u t s  o u t  o n  a r e g u l a r  bas i s  i s  more 

o f  a o p e n  f o r u m  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  comment ,  n o t  l u s t  t h e  

C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n ,  b u t  a n y o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

s u b m i t  t h e i r - - a n  e d i t o r i a l  t o  t h a t  paper so t h a t  i t  c a n  g e t  

wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  d i a l o g u e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  I ' d  l i k e  

t o  recommend t h a t  there  i s  some k i n d  o f  a d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  

process  f o r  c i t i z e n s ,  i f  t h e y  d o  disagree  w i t h  c e r t a i n  
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d e c i s i o n s  made a t  t h e  p l a n t .  

One i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  t h e  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n  s t i l l  

i s  n o t  comfortable  w i t h  i s  t h e  lack o f  e n c l o s u r e s  placed 

a r o u n d  e x c a v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  p l a n t .  These e n c l o s u r e s  

are n o t  o n l y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  workers who s h o u l d  b e  i n  a t  l e a s t  

Level  D p r o t e c t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  communi ty .  W i t h  

t h e  w i n d s  t h e  way t h e y  blow o u t  a t  t h e  p l a n t ,  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  

t o t a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h a t  w o u l d  be e n c o u n t e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  

e x c a v a t i o n s ,  I t h i n k  i t  behooves t h e  p l a n t  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  

r e q u i r e  t h a t  these e n c l o s u r e s  be i n  place w h i l e  e x c a v a t i o n  

o c c u r s  a t  t h e  p l a n t .  B u t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  items where 

we f e e l  a n  a d e q u a t e  d i s p u t e  r e s o l u t i o n  process i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

g e t  a f u l l  a i r i n g  o f  t h e  i s s u e s .  

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  B e t h  f o r  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  

t h i s  d o c u m e n t  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  2 8 t h ,  w h i c h  d o c u m e n t s  o u r  

c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  we r e a c h e d  a t  a m e e t i n g  o n  how t o  c o n d u c t  

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  m e e t l n g s .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  a good s t a r t  t h a t  

s h o u l d  be a p p l i e d  t o  a n y  m e e t i n g s  t h a t  are  c o n d u c t e d ,  n o t  

o n l y  by DOE or  E G & G ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  a A h e a r n e  o r  Conway a n d  

I know y o u ' v e  s e n t  i t  o n  t o  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  I t h a n k  

you f o r  p u t t l n g  t h a t  t o g e t h e r .  H o p e f u l l y ,  i t  w i l l  s t r e a m l i n e  

a n d  make less  awkward some o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  we've h a d  i n  

t h e  past .  

And, f i n a l l y ,  we ' l l  b e  s u b m i t t i n g  some c o r r e c t i o n s  

or  a d d i t i o n s  t o  some o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
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r e l a t i o n s  p l a n  w i t h  regard t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  a t  

t h e  p l a n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  a l l u d e d  t o  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  

Thank y o u .  

MR. SMITH: Joe ,  c a n  I a s k  y o u  a q u e s t i o n ?  I know 

t h e r e ' s  s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n  g i v i n g  

t e s t i m o n y  a n d  j u s t  so  we u n d e r s t a n d ,  i s  y o u r s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n  p o s i t i o n  o r  w i l l  there  b e  a n  o f f i c i a l  

C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n  P o s i t i o n ,  o r  s h o u l d  we l u s t  take  

e v e r y o n e ' s  comments  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  c u m u l a t i v e ?  

MR. TEMPLE: No, I am t h e  o f f i c i a l  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  

t h e  C l e a n u p  C o m m i s s i o n ,  b u t  we w i l l  be s u b m i t t i n g  a se t  o f  

w r i t t e n  comments  t h a t  w i l l  b e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  my s t a t e m e n t s  

t h i s  e v e n i n g .  

MR. SMITH: Thank you.  

MS. BRAINARD: Joe? I ' d  l i k e  t o - - y o u  a n d  B a r b  a n d  

P a u l a  h a v e  a l l  m e n t i o n e d  the--a place t o  g o  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n  

a n d  I ' d  c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  t o  ask t h a t  y o u  be a l i t t l e  more 

spec i f i c  o n  t h a t ,  e x a c t l y  w h a t  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r .  I t h i n k  

as  we t a l k e d  a b o u t  i n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m e e t i n g ,  I ' d  s u r e  l i k e  

t o  hear more a b o u t  i t ,  w h a t  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  have. 

MR. TEMPLE: It  w o u l d  probably p a r a l l e l  t h e  d i s p u t e  

r e s o l u t i o n  process t h a t  y o u  c u r r e n t l y  have i n  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  

a g e n c i e s .  I n  o t h e r  words,  i t  w o u l d  esca la te  t h e  i s s u e  t o  a 

h i g h  e r - - 
MS. BRAINARD: Okay .  I g u e s s  I ' m  a s k i n g  i n  terms 
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a l s o  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  who you t h i n k  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  

i n  t h a t .  

MR. TEMPLE: Okay.  F i n e .  

MS. BRAINARD: T h a n k s .  

MS. GREEN: T r a c y ,  h a v e  you h a d  any more people 

s i g n  up? Does a n y b o d y  who h a s  a l r e a d y  made comments h a v e  

a n y t h i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  t h e y ' d  l i k e  t o  say? Okay.  We'll g o  

a h e a d  a n d  a d j o u r n  e a r l y  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  Thank you very much 

f o r  c o m i n g  . 
(Whereupon,  t h e  meeting was c o n c l u d e d  a t  7 : 4 5  p.m.) 
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