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En vironmental Restoration 
under RCRA and CERCLA 

Enwonmental restomaon at the Rocky Flats Plant is 
conducted m accordance wth two fcderal laws: the 
Resource Conservaaon and Recovery Act (RCRA) as 
amended by the Hazanious and Solid Waste Amend- 
ments Act; and the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensaaon and babhty Act 
(CERCLA) 

RCRA regulanons apply to currently OperaMg haz- 
ardous waste treatment, storage and dlsposal faahaes, 
and the RCRA correctlve acaon prowsions ate mple- 
mented to remediate releases of hazardous matenals 
from these faciliaes. CEF2CLA regulaaons apply when 
hazardous matenals have been released from aban- 
doned or uncontrolled hazardous waste sites. 
CERCLA regulaaons also apply to releases from 
operaang facihaes that may pose a threat to human 
health and/or the environment. Some cleanup areas 
fall under the jurrsdicnon of both laws. Enwonmental 
restoraaon under the two statutes mvolves several 
stages of invesagaaon, assessment and acaon. 

Stage one is a prehmnary charactenzatlon to idenafy 
potenaally hazardous sites needmg further invesaga- 
tlon This acavity is referred to as the RCRA Faahty 
Assessment. The simdar CERCLA effort is a Prelim- 
nary Assessment/Site Inspecaon 

Stage two fully charactenzes the nature, extent and 
rate of contarmnant releases idenafied in the ininal 
charactenzauon The RCRA term for the full charac- 
tenzation is RCRA Facility Invesagatlon. The com- 
panion CERCLA process is Remedral hveshgaaon. 
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Stage three is evduatlon and selecaon of remedlaaon 
alternatives The RCRA acavity is tenned the Correc- 
tive Measures Study, which may develop only one 
alternative. The sirmlar CERCLA acavity, the Feasi- 

briity Study, must cons& several remedial actton 
altcmaaves. Enmnmental restoraaon at Rocky Flats 
wdl follow the CZRCLA cnma, considcnng several 
altmmahvcs, as set forth in the Interagency Agreement. 

Stage four results m the producaon of a Proposed 
Plan outlintng the lead agency's p r e f d  cleanup 
alternaave and summarimg al l  other alternaaves 
considered. A pubhc comment penod of 60 days on 
the Proposed Plan provides ciazens wth an opportu- 
mty to have mput m the agency's remedy selecaon 
process. The RCRA counterpart of this phase is draft 
pemmt modification, whch also mvolves pubhc 
review and comment. 

Stage five authcmzcs and supports the selecaon of a 
remedy. The RCRA Corremve Acnon Decision and 
the CERCLA Record of Deasion compnses doma- 
aon rn d e t m g  the final remedy If an amendment 
to the Comecave Acaon Deasion or Record of Deci- 
son is proposed, another opportunity for public 
comment is prowded. 

Final Stage involves the design and implementanon 
of the selected remedy RCRA refers to thrs acawty as 
the Conwave Measurcs Implementaaon or Correcnve 
Design. The s i d a r  CERCLA effort is Remdal 
I)esign/Rernedd Acaon. 

intermdate stage, indxectly addressed 
and Hazardous Substances Pollu- 

wll be implemented at the 
Measureshtenm 

Remedal Acaon stage w11 evaluate alternanves and 
select actions to serve as intenm measures in the 
remediaaon of c e m n  areas of the plant. Ldce final 
Proposed Plans, proposed Intenm MeasuredIntenm 
Remedal Acaon plans are renewed and commented 
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