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EG&G ROCKY FLATS, INC.
ROCKY FLATS PLANT, P.O. BOX 464, GOLDEN, COLORADO 80402-0464 « {(303) 966-7000

April 1, 1991 | 91-RF-02

Robert M. Nelson, Jr.
Manager
DOE, RFO

Attn: T. Lukow
NOTIFICATION OF NEW FEDERAL AND STATE WEED CONTROL LAWS

This letter is to inform you of recently enacted Federal and State laws concerning weed
management and EG&G actions to implement the legislation.

Recent laws at both the Federal and State level directly affect weed management at RFP (se
attachments). Section 15 of the Federal Noxious Weed Act (P.L. 93-629) is titled
"Management of Undesirable Plants on Federal Lands." General requirements of Section 1!
include: -

1. Designate an office or person adequately trained in the management of undesirable
plant species to develop and coordinate an undesirable plants management program,

2. Establish and adequately fund an undesirable plants management program,

3. Complete and implement cooperative agreements with State agencies regarding the
management of undesirable plant species on Federal lands, and

4. Establish integrated management systems to control or contain undesirable plant
species. :

The Colorado Weed Management Act authorizes Jefferson County, the local weed control
district, to enter into cooperative agreements with RFP for management of undesirable
weeds. The State law requirements are similar to the Federal law and establish a deadline
January 1, 1992, for creating a weed management plan. Good community relations and
credibility depend on recognizing the importance of weed management.
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The current ban on herbicide use emphasizes the need to develop other methods of weed
control. The current lapse in overall weed control at RFP only increases the future
problems of weed management. Weed management within the buffer zone is crucial in’
maintaining a productive vegetative ground cover capable of minimizing soil erosion from
wind and water. Soil erosion is a primary pathway for plutonium migration. Healthy

- vegetation is the best natural defense against migration of plutonium contaminated soil.

Federal and State weed legislation highlights the need for RFP to develop an effective weed
control strategy. DOE needs to become involved by designating a contact person to work with
the EG&G Remediation Programs Division (RPD) in developing a site-wide weed management
program. RPD will take the lead in developing a weed management program for RFP that
meets legislative requirements. An overall strategy will include the following:

- ldentify involved RFP, regulatory énd technical personnel

- Identify problem by constructing a map showing weed species, locations and densities

- Research appropriate control methods

- Identify weed control issues, both technical and political, through dialogue with
involved parties

- Write management plan with appropriate review process

Your designee may contact Michael Guillaume of RPD at extension 4291 to begin this task.

. sh, Associate General Manager
Envuronmemal Restoration & Waste Management
EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc.
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Enclosure:
As Stated



