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STATE OF COLORADO

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

4210 East 11th Avenue
Denver Colorado 80220
Phone (303) 320-8333

Roy Romer
Governor

April 18 1989 Thomas M Vernon M D

Executive Director

D.H. Hart

Manager of Utilities Operations

City of Thornton .
9500 Civic Center Dr.

P.0. Box 291220

Thornton, 0. 80229%-1220

Re. Notification of releases from Rocky Flats Plant
Dear Mr. Hart,

The Colorado Department of Health, Division of Hazardous Materials and Waste
Management ("the Division") has received your letter of March 22, 1989
regarding the chromic acid spill at the Rocky Flats Plant. The two issues of
concern that you i1dentified are shared by the Division. The first issue
pertains to hazardous waste release notification and the second to plant
operating procedures.

The Division agrees on the importance of keeping the City of Thornton and
neighborang cities informed of incidents occurring at the Rocky Flats Plant.
The Division also recognizes your concern over the February 22 and 23, 1989
chromic acad spill at the Rocky Flats Plant and in the delayed notification.
In order to improve the communication process and avoid delays in
notification, the Division has implemented policy to notify the City of
Thornton and neighboring cities of releases or spills from the Rocky Flats
Plant immediately regardless of the seriousness of the incident.

The chromic acid spill at the tne Rocky Flats Plant 1llustrates the
complexaties of managing process operations at the facility. While the
Division doesn't have regulatory authority over all processing operations,
releases of hazardous waste to the environment must be reported. The spill
emphasizes the need for a RRA permit wnich has conditions to m-nimize O
eliminate sim:lar incicents involving hazaraous waste. The Division s 1= the
process of permatting the facility for hezsa:dous waste management. The Catv
of Thornton can comment on the permit conditions ducing thne public comment
period. A puplic notice will be issued prior to tne start oI the comrent
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If you should have further questions or concerns regarding the notification or
permitting requirements, please contact Fred Dowsett at 331-4850. A copy of
DOE's report on the chromic acid spill is enclosed for your information.

Sincerely, (\ /x(

o , ,
el € C/& —
Davad C. Shelton

Director
Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Division

Enclosure
cc. w/o encl

Annette Barmard, City of Thornton
Jim Gindelberger, City of Thornton
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