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STATE OF COLORADO 
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
4210 East 11th Avenue 
Denver Colorado 80220 
Phone (303) 320-8333 

A p r i l  18 1989 

D.H. Hart 
Manager o f  Ut i l i t i es  Operations 
C i t y  o f  Thornton 
9500 C i v i c  Center Dr. 
P.O. Box 291220 
Thornton,  CO. 80229-1220 

Roy Ronier 
Governor 

Thomas M Vernon M D 
Executive Dircclor 

Re. N o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  releases from Rocky Flats P l a n t  

Dear M r .  Hart, I 

The Colorado Department o f  Heal th ,  Div is ion  o f  Hazardous Materials and Waste 
Management ("the Divis ion")  has  r e c e i v e d  your l e t t e r  o f  March 2 2 ,  1989 
regarding t h e  chromic a c i d  spill a t  t h e  Rocky Flats P l a n t .  The two issues o f  
concern t h a t  you i d e n t i f i e d  are shared by the  Divis ion.  The f irst i s s u e  
p e r t a i n s  t o  hazardous waste release n o t i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  second t o  p l a n t  
operating procedures. 

The I h v i s i o n  agrees  on t h e  importance o f  keeping t h e  C i t y  o f  Thornton and 
neighbormg cit ies  mformed o f  m c i d e n t s  occurr ing  at the Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t .  
The I h v i s i o n  a l s o  recognlzes  your concern over  t h e  February 22 and 23, 1989 
chromic a c i d  s p i l l  a t  the Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  and i n  the  delayed n o t i f i c a t i o n .  
I n  order to improve t h e  communicabon process  and avoid de lays  i n  
n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  the Divis ion has  implemented p o l i c y  t o  notify t h e  C i t y  o f  
Thornton and neighbormg cit ies  o f  releases o r  s p i l l s  from t h e  Rocky Flats 
Plant immedlately r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  sez iousness  o f  the i n c i d e a t .  

The chromic a u d  s p l l  a t  t h e  t n e  Rocky Flats P l a n t  f i i u s t r a t e s  t h e  
complexlr ies  o f  n a x g i n g  process  opera t ions  a t  the f a c i l i t y .  While t h e  
Divis ion doesn't  nave r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  over all p r o c e s s m g  o p e r a b o n s ,  
releases o f  hazardous waste t o  tbe environment must be  reported.  The s p i l l  
enp .?a~ lzes  t'ne need f o r  a RCRA p e x t i t  sjnich LIS c o n 2 i C i m s  t o  ~ ~ ~ a n i ~ e  or  
e l i m i m t e  smilzr i n c i c e t s  x w o l v x l g  hazzaous  k i t e .  ' 3 e  Ikvisioa :S ~t =e 
process  of p e r c t t r n g  :he f a c l l ~ t y  f o r  nazz:&cs wzste n a a g z r a c .  
of Thornton can c o m e n t  m the permit c o n d i t i o n s  durlng m e  PJDliC c o m e n t  
per iod .  A PUDllC n o t i c e  kill. b e  Issued p r i o r  t o  t n e  S'Lart of :he COZELS~~E 1 
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If you should have f u r t h e r  ques t ions  o r  concerns regarding  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o r  
permit t ing  requirements ,  p l e a s e  contac t  Fred Dowsett a t  331-4850. 
DOE'S r e p o r t  on t h e  chromic a c i d  s p i l l  i s  enclosed f o r  your information.  

A copy o f  

David C. She l ton  
D i r e c t o r  
Hazardous Materuls and Waste Management I h v i s  

Enclosure 

cc. w/o e n d  
Annette Barnard,  Ci ty  o f  Thornton 
Jim Gmdelberger ,  C i t y  o f  Thornton 
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