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Weed Control on Test Sites
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B. P Warner
General Manager
EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc

In November 1989, the Department of Energy's Rocky Flats Office received a draft report
enutled "Weed Control on Remedianon Sites " Several points discussed 1n the report have
resulted 1n a need for clanficaton to ensure a proper understanding of the program.

One pornt partncularly important i hght of the recent Colorado Water Quality Control
Commussion (WQCC) ruling on surface waters flowing through the Rocky Flats Plant 1s
whether the pesucides to be tested are presently listed on the respective tables attached to
the WQCC ruling Any new compound or matenial that 1s not listed 1s subject to the "toxics
1n toxic amounts” acuon, interpreted by the WQCC as meamng zero This interpretation,
and 1n consideraton of the mobility and longevity of the compounds 1n question, raises
concern over this program

A concern related to the actual matenals to be tested 1s the specific location of the test
plot(s) As pointed out in the draft report, the test site 1s located 1n the east buffer zone,
approximately 1/8 mule north of Guard Post 920, adjacent to Indiana Street, this locatnon
would dimimsh oppormnines for clean up should unintenuonal over-application or spills
occur A location on the west side of the plant appears to be more appropnate 1n that 1t
would ensure that no off-site migration occurs, ether 1n surface water or groundwater

Associated with the location 1ssue 1s the potential stream or surface water hazard associated
with this program. Any potental spillage or source of contamanon must be senously

considered, evaluated, and fully understood. Wv%_‘%@ind measures for
prevenuon of further degradanon should accompany His Teport to ensure 1ts safety

In consideration of the tming of this program, a schedule with mulestones and seasonal
progress assessment, would be appropriate  What specific mulestones or goals wall he
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achieved within the first year and based upon these data, what 1s to be expected ui:tg =
second year? Al S )
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If you have any questions concermng this matter you can contact me, or have your staff
contact Richard Schassburger, of my staff, on extension 4888 or Chris Woods, assistant to

my staff, at extension 2305.
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