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Full Board Meeting 

Ross Township Firehouse
Saturday, May 14, 2005

Draft Minutes 
The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board met from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 14, 2005 at the Ross Township Firehouse. 

Members Present:


Jim Bierer 

Marvin Clawson 

Lisa Crawford 

Steve Depoe 

Pam Dunn 

Gene Jablonowski

Graham Mitchell 

Gary Storer

Bob Tabor
Bill Taylor

Gene Willeke

Members Absent:


French Bell

Katie Brown

Lou Doll

DOE:




Jack Craig 

Johnny Reising






Jane Powell

Designated Federal Official:
Gary Stegner

The Perspectives Group Staff:
David Bidwell 






Stephanie Kavanaugh

Fluor Fernald Staff:


Ken Alkema






Beth Bilson

Dennis Carr






Con Murphy

Sue Walpole

Eric Woods

Approximately 20 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of the public and representatives from the Department of Energy and Fluor Fernald.

Jim Bierer called the meeting to order, and the Board approved the April FCAB meeting minutes.

Updates and Announcements

SSAB Chairs’ Meeting:

Jim Bierer announced that he had received a response from Paul Golan in regards to the suggestion that a new national forum be held to discuss the transportation of waste between DOE sites. While he agreed that the issues do require further discussion, a new national forum would not be necessary because the issues could be handled under the current structure.

Bob Tabor explained that the SSAB Chairs’ Meeting went smoothly, and common issues were discussed. There was major concern about the transitioning of SSABs.  Some SSABs will remain in EM, while others will move to NNSA (National Nuclear Security Association), LM, or other DOE offices. The SSAB Chairs discussed the poor timing of the SSABs going out of business, as they are still needed. The Chairs suggested that the Government would be better served by the SSABs working through closure.

Sue Walpole announced that there had been discussion of having a national forum on waste transportation, at least a year from now. David Bidwell suggested that someone from FCAB be involved in the planning of a National Stakeholder Forum, and will draft a letter for the Board’s consideration.

Site Progress:

Bill Taylor and Con Murphy made the following announcements:

· D&D: 192 of 255 buildings have been dismantled, 90 of 179 trailers are gone, and debris continues to be treated and shipped. Soil certification is at 70%.

· 150 Trains have left, and 250,000 tons of material has been shipped off site. The last train carrying pit material is scheduled to leave the site on June 1st. 

· Silos 1 and 2 waste will go to WCS, as a contract has been awarded. The first shipment to WCS is scheduled for late May or early June. 

· The Readiness Assessment (RA) for Silos 1 and 2 treatment facility is complete, and an inspection of the agitators has begun. New, high quality fasteners will be used to replace old ones in tanks and agitators.

· The CAT was very impressed with how smoothly things ran during the RA, as described in CAT Report #45. This is a huge milestone, and Fluor is to be congratulated. 

· Silo 3 is operating very well, using 2 shifts. Over 200 bags and 8-9 shipments have been made to date. Cameras will track progress as Silo 3 is emptied.

· Systems sirens will be upgraded and turned over to townships for tornado and other emergency warnings.

Sue Walpole showed contrasting slides of the site from 1997 and 2005. The 2005 photo highlighted the absence of buildings; and ponds, wetlands and new trees could all be seen. 3,000 trees have already been planted so far, and an additional 2,000 will be planted by the fall. Wetland mitigation is ongoing, and Sue encouraged the CAB to visit the site to see the difference for themselves. There will be a site tour on June 11th, in lieu of the regular FCAB meeting.

Steve Depoe commented that the aerial photos are fantastic and should be used for education, along with the older, pre-site construction aerial photos.  A colored soils map was handed out to the group, showing that much of the site has already been certified clean or is on the way towards certification.  Sue showed a video, which showed a time lapse of the dismantling of Silos 1 and 2 and disposal of 30,000 cubic yards of soils from the berms surrounding the Silos. The video also showed workers vacuuming material out of Silo 3. Silo 3 is 15% complete. 8 to 11 bags of material are being removed during each shift, for 2 shifts per day, 6 days per week.

Ken Alkema explained that there has been difficulty getting Silo 3 waste to meet the WAC for Envirocare, due to the Uranium levels. Fluor has been adding moisture to the mix to make it heavier. In line sampling is being used now, and systems are operating very well. The process will be complete by mid August, and the last 2 feet of waste will take longer to remove than the rest.   The equipment being used with the Silos will be dismantled and disposed of, because of radiation contamination.

Steve Depoe commended Fluor for their progress, but highlighted the important role of working in conjunction with the CAT team and the CAB. Many Silos Projects issues were resolved due to input of the CAT and discussions at FCAB meetings. Dennis Carr explained that the site is operating during every available hour, and has a decreasing footprint, which increases the need to be conscious of safety. 

Con Murphy explained that the groundwater treatment is on track.  The transition from Advanced Waste Water treatment (AWWT) to the Consolidated Advanced Waste Water Treatment (CAWWT) facilities are also on schedule. 

LM Updates:

Jane Powell of LM announced that she had had a very successful meeting with Hamilton County Parks, a potential post-closure land manager for the site. DOE told them that the contracting process would include a request for proposals and open competition, and that they would try to incorporate as many post-closure concerns into the RFP as possible. DOE hopes to issue the RFP by the January 2006.  The CAB should communicate the criteria that they would like to see in a post-closure land manager to Gary Stegner and Sue Walpole. The Butler County Parks has also shown some interest as a potential post-closure land manager. The CAB will be able to communicate with entities that submit proposals if they are contacted by the bidders. The Perspectives Group will work with the FCAB leadership to find time to interact with prospective land managers prior to the RFP. Hamilton County would want to meet with the CAB to get input on stakeholder concerns and to improve their proposal.

Jane also announced that the site transition matrix, which now includes over 600 items, is on schedule.  She thanked the group for inviting LM to the Educators’ Roundtable. 

LSO Update:

The Rocky Flats CAB sent a letter requesting clarification of certain points in DOE’s draft LSO plan. The Colorado Congressional Representatives clarified the intent of LSO legislation. Closure is now defined as Regulatory Closure, and is anticipated for Fernald on October 1, 2007. LM will continue to work here at Fernald to establish the LSO late in 2005 or early 2006. 

Mike Owen of LM-1 is tentatively planning to be at Fernald on June 9th for the FCAB Site Closure meeting. Graham Mitchell announced that Rich Shank, Director of The Nature Conservancy-Ohio, will tour the Fernald site on Thursday June 9th. Gene Jablonowski announced that the transportation plan for Silos 1 and 2 should be approved by US EPA this week.

FRESH Update:

Lisa Crawford announced that anonymous phone calls to FRESH have increased with rumors of a layoff coming. FRESH has been tracking the rumors and talking with Gary Stegner, Johnny Reising, and Con Murphy to either dispel or clarify them.

NRD Settlement Update:

Johnny explained that there had been some misunderstanding regarding a letter sent to the State of Ohio by the Department of Justice (DOJ), which represents the Department of Energy. This letter was released by Ohio EPA after it realized that its open records laws required it to make these negotiation documents public.  Johnny acknowledged that some people perceived the letter as putting off the settlement of some issues, including those related to education and outreach.  He explained that this letter addressed only the component that would be included in a formal Consent Decree. The Consent Decree is not the appropriate document to address education and outreach.  DOE remains committed to all 7 points outlined in the scoping document signed in December, but it has proposed addressing some components, such as education, in the Legacy Management and Institutional Controls Plan (LMIC).

Johnny stated that DOE views the Consent Decree as part of the overall settlement. Once the State of Ohio agrees on the scope for the Consent Decree, the parties can sit down and negotiate other aspects of the settlement. Johnny noted that all 7 points from the scoping document were acknowledged in the DOJ letter, and stated that getting an offer out of DOJ should be considered a significant accomplishment. Graham Mitchell agreed that the letter showed forward progress in the settlement process and added that it is time to get the lawyers and technical folks together to determine how flexible they are and whether commitments in the LMIC could be enforced by the State of Ohio.

Steve Depoe voiced concerns regarding the link between institutional control and the education program needs.  He believes that the scope of the LMIC is too narrow to adequately address education.  He also said that in the Weldon Spring LMIC, and in the Volume 2 draft, the amount of education is tied to attendance, and at some point can spur the termination of education programs. He asked what the benchmarks would be for ending a program, and what role would the stakeholders, and the state of Ohio, play in making those decisions. Johnny responded that Steve’s concerns would need to be worked out in negotiations. Eric Woods said that another version of the LMIC is scheduled for January, but there could be an interim draft, addendum, or sub-chapter in the interim.

Jim Bierer said that concerns regarding the amount of funding for education came up at the Educators’ Roundtable. He said that DOE wouldn’t sign off on a settlement without knowing the costs of doing things. This will be a touchy point of the negotiation. Graham Mitchell announced that there is a June 7th meeting scheduled with the judge. 

David Bidwell handed out two matrices to the CAB.  The first was a comparison of the FCAB comments to the draft LMIC, and the second was a comparison of the comments on the initial version of the CIP vs the April CIP. 

Jim asked who would make ultimate decisions about authorization of activities at the site. LM would have final decision making for the site, but Jane Powell stated that LSO input would be important to decision making. LM contacts will be listed in CIP and posted at the site, to help interested individuals reach appropriate decision makers.

Public Participation During Transition:

A draft FCAB continuation recommendation letter was handed out to the group, and a request was made for comments. Pam asked if the dates of the letter should be changed, because the LSO won’t be running in September. David responded that many projects will be complete by then, and work of Board will be focused on transition. Lisa stated that time should be set aside at CAB meetings to discuss stewardship. David stated that a paragraph would be added that explains the assumptions of the scope of work and what work would be remaining for the CAB. 

Gary stated that $50,000 had been requested for FY06 to continue the CAB, but that he and Sue may no longer be there. Local support for FCAB will be difficult at some point in the future. This amount could last based on meeting frequency, and how The Perspectives Group allocates staff. David suggested having meetings bi-monthly to extend the budget, as there will be fewer issues for the FCAB to discuss.  Steve stated that he liked the idea of tying the end of the FCAB to milestones instead of just dollar amounts.

The Board suggested explaining that the proposed milestones for ending the FCAB are examples and not necessarily all-inclusive. The Board approved the recommendation, with the discussed changes.

Educators’ Roundtable Debrief:

Pam told the CAB that the Roundtable went very well, but that follow-up was required because time ran short. Jim stated that he had a positive feeling about it, and that it was very well organized. He appreciated the updates that Sue gave, and there was a general enthusiasm, good representation and turn out. Educators saw the support for the idea of the MUEF. He agreed that the meeting could have continued for another hour. David said that he was struck by the participants’ level of enthusiasm. The participants were very interested in curricula development and getting students involved hands-on at the site.  David told the CAB that a summary would be prepared and distributed.

FCAB Schedule:

David told the CAB that through discussions with Pam as the Stewardship Committee Chair, it was decided to plan a History Roundtable for July, so that the Committee can meet in June. In June, there will be a regular Stewardship Committee meeting, and the CAB meeting will be a tour of the site. In July, there will be a History Roundtable and regular CAB meeting.  There are no meetings scheduled for August.

Due to a possible scheduling conflict, Lisa asked the group to consider changing the date of the September meeting.  Jim said that they would discuss possible dates at the June meeting. Pam announced that the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability will have a meeting in Ohio this fall. 

Public Comment

Steve Depoe announced that Fernald Living History Project (FLHP) will hold its next regular meeting on Monday, June 6th, Board at 6:30, public at 7:00. FLHP will have a booth at Crosby Township Days at Strickers Grove on Monday, May 22nd. Lisa announced that the next FRESH meeting will be held on May 26th.

______________________________________________

James Bierer                                                         Date

Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Chairman

______________________________________________

Gary Stegner                                                         Date

Deputy Designated Federal Official
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