Full Board Meeting Draft Minutes

January 20, 2006


[image: image1.png]FERNALD
CITIZENS
ADVISORY
BOARD




Full Board Meeting 

Crosby Township Senior Center
Saturday, January 20, 2006

Draft Minutes 
The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board met from 8:30am – 12:00pm on Saturday, January 20, 2006 at the Crosby Township Senior Center. 

Members Present:


Jim Bierer






Joyce Bentle






Lisa Crawford






Steve Depoe






Pam Dunn





Gene Jablonowski

Graham Mitchell

Johnny Reising 

Ric Strobl






Gene Willeke






Edwa Yocum

Members Absent:


Bob Tabor





Katie Brown

Designated Federal Official:

Gary Stegner

The Perspectives Group Staff:
Douglas Sarno

S.M. Stoller Staff:


Sue Walpole

Jim Bierer called the meeting to order.

The Board discussed possible ways to honor Marvin Clawson, who passed away recently. The Board agreed that a memorial was in order, as Marvin was not only an important stakeholder, but a major asset to the FCAB over the years. Doug Sarno reminded the CAB that Marvin requested that donations be made to either Hospice or to his church. The Perspectives Group will make a donation to the church in the FCABs name. Lisa Crawford added that FRESH had also made a donation to the church. The CAB discussed including Marvin in the local history, as he was very involved as a local stakeholder and as a board member.

Updates

Johnny Reising, DOE Fernald site manager, provided the CAB with an update of the removal of soil piles. He handed out a packet of information and reviewed it quickly with the group. He said the effort is moving very fast and that transportation is a key issue. There have been no incidents involving the outgoing shipments. Train 169 went out and there are four to five more unit trains that will go out from soil pile 7. He said that over 1.2 million cubic yards of soil had been excavated in 2005, and that capping of the On Site Disposal Facility was going well. Fluor will be closing the final cell (number 8) in the April timeframe. He added that of the 1058 acres, 754 acres have been certified. 

Dennis Carr, Fluor Fernald, provided a Silos Project update. 2,940 containers of silos 1 and 2 material have been filled. Approximately 500 more will be filled in the next 30 days of processing to complete the processing. Tank 1B and 2B are down to the bottom, and tanks 1A and 2A have surrogate gravel-like materials, and will not be pumped. 14-15 shipments are being prepared daily.

Graham Mitchell, Ohio EPA, noted that air monitoring ended on December 31, 2005. There has been a reduction in staff, and the program is winding down. There is over 10 years of data showing no problems with the air, but they will continue to monitor radon remotely.

Jane Powell, DOE LM site manager, updated the CAB on recent LM developments. The revised community involvement plan will be released with comments from the CAB incorporated. The latest version has gone to press. Jane said that the language regarding the MUEF and education had been changed in response to CAB comments.

Graham Mitchell updated the CAB on the status of the NRD settlement. They are on track to go to trial in June. A significant portion of time is being spent on preparation and discovery. Settlement proposals have gone out but they haven’t heard back. Now it’s in the hands of the lawyers.

Doug Sarno added that for a long time the NRD settlement became a surrogate for the CAB’s long-term stewardship requirements. Now, the MUEF is being planned and is legally enforceable. The funding that had been discussed as potentially part of the NRD settlement should not be relied on anymore, but commitments are in place. The last thing the FCAB had pushed for, but won’t necessarily happen as part of the NRD settlement, is trails. It’s the last piece of the long-term stewardship picture that is still uncertain. Trails are part of the educational component of the LMIC. Steve Depoe added that the trails as not just public trails, but are there to educate and inform the public of what happened in particular areas, where you can and cannot go, and why. The trails are a critical function of the site.

Joyce gave the CAB an update on Fernald Living History (FLH), Inc. activities. They are currently looking for additional storage areas. FLH has also organized a number of site related videos, and is also accepting donations of materials as the project comes to a close.

Lisa Crawford updated the CAB about FRESH activities. FRESH has been going through the transition to closure and is cleaning out their “war room”. Documents belonging to DOE will be returned and historical items will be marked as such. FRESH has plenty of huge color photos. FRESH recently had a Board meeting and people are now sorting through materials. Lisa also mentioned that she would check with attorneys who have been involved with Fernald over the years to see what materials they can contribute.

Doug added that CAB members do not have to hold on to most documents, like minutes or agendas. These are all available electronically. He suggested that perhaps the CAB would want to hold onto the toolboxes from the early nineties, news clips, and signed originals of documents or letters. Lisa has hundreds of articles archived and will share them as needed.

Jim asked the CAB to review the November 2005 minutes for approval at the next meeting. Doug asked that any comments or changes be emailed to him.

Doug told the CAB that the next Chair’s meeting will be held on April 27-28, 2006. The CAB is on the agenda along with Rocky Flats to share lessons learned from closure. This will be the last Chair’s meeting for the CAB. Rocky Flats wants to speak with members of the CAB regarding closure. Doug asked if the CAB would like to participate in 2-3 conference calls with them just to share ideas. Lisa, Gene, Jim, and possibly Pam will attend the Chair’s meeting and will participate in the calls with Rocky Flats. Doug will also attend the Chair’s meeting.

Closure Action Items for the FCAB

Doug asked the CAB to refer to a table in their packet of materials called, “Post-Closure Stewardship Status from the FCAB Perspective as of 1-20-06”. The purpose of the table is to orient the CAB to what is genuinely on the CAB’s plate. He reminded the Board of the importance of focusing on what they can influence in the final nine months of the CAB’s existence. The CAB reviewed the table together and discussed action items. These results can be found on the attached table.

Friends of Fernald/Fernald Coalition

Doug asked the CAB to consider the “Friends of Fernald” organization that was discussed at the last retreat. Lots of organizations and groups have expressed interest in Fernald. What is the CAB’s vision for the organization, and what is the CAB’s role in spearheading the effort?

Doug continued that the CAB should frame the way the organization will work, look at gaps and see what needs to be done, and figure out ways to fill the gaps. The concept is more important than the final name right now, but we’ll need to formalize that as well. The group agreed and continued that marketing would be needed to attract attention and organizations to Fernald. 

The CAB discussed different options for the organization, and agreed that 501(c)3 status would be the most efficient classification. The Board also considered the idea of morphing FRESH or FLH, Inc. into the new organization. Pam agreed to collect information on requirements for such a transition. 

Doug asked if this was something that the CAB wanted to kick off. Steve clarified that this new organization would not be a major stakeholder group like CAB, but an independent organization with timely partnerships at times with government. We’re not creating an LSO by a different name.

The CAB discussed different responsibilities of the new organization, and the results were captured on a flipchart. They include the following:

· Fundraising

· National Register

· Trails

· Monitor ecosystems

· Education

· Community oversight

· Political awareness

· Marketing

· Historical preservation

· Events/programs

· Promote site use

· DOE/Community/L.G. liaison

· Seek partners

· MUEF growth

· New displays

· Filling gaps

· Telling the story of Fernald (overriding goal)

The CAB also agreed that an outline of the site history is needed to develop short and long narratives. Gene and Lisa would be interested in reviewing the narratives to fill in gaps.

Doug told the CAB that several hundred photos had been digitized and need to be captioned. Lisa suggested that the Thursday before the next FCAB meeting would be a good time to have a small workshop with Doug to work on the photos and to watch and catalogue video clips.

Sue and Lisa agreed to search for CAB related media clips from post-1992 for cataloguing in order to tell the FCAB’s history. They will then be digitized.

Joyce will be the point person for the planning of a 15-20 minute documentary about the FCAB. Doug will provide Joyce with a copy of the narrative already written, and Joyce will report beck to the CAB with what she needs from them. FLH, Inc. could possibly team with students to create this film.

Steve Depoe will be the point person for the Future of Fernald concept.

The next CAB meeting will be on March 4th, and will focus on post-closure history and Future of Fernald. A Thursday evening meeting is planned for March 2nd at 6:30pm to caption photos and videos at the current archive center in the Alpha Building.

James Bierer                                                         Date

Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Chairman

Gary Stegner                                                         Date

Deputy Designated Federal Official

