
Topics: 
•  Fernald Living History Project Presentation by Steve Depoe
•  Details of Future Land Use Options

Attendees:
	 CAB members:	 Jim Bierer
		  Pam Dunn
		  Ken Moore
		  Doug Sarno
		  Bob Tabor	
	 Cincinnati Enquirer:	 Rachel Melcer
	 FRESH members:	 Carol Schroer
		  Edwa Yocum
	 Ohio EPA:	 Laura Hafer
	 University of Cincinnati:	 Steve Depoe

Action Items:
• Create a long-term vision for land use intergrating the Native American groups, 
    natural resources, and the Living History Project.
• Ask DOE for an overview of the site’s historical preservation procedures.
• The Site needs to provide a warehouse for the artifacts.

Meeting Summary:
 Fernald Living History Project Presentation
	 Steve Depoe, from the University of Cincinnati and a member of the Fernald Living 
History Volunteer Advisory Group, gave a presentation on the Fernald Living History Project 
(FLHP). Since October 1997, the FLHP Volunteer Advisory Group has met monthly to design the 
structure of the organization, goals of the project, and funding alternatives. They are working in 
partnership with the University of Cincinnati and Miami University, site officials, and regulators. 
The FLHP has written grant proposals to several different organizations, including Ohio EPA’s 
Environmental Education Fund and Seasongood Government Foundation. Moreover, the group 
is trying to raise awareness about their work by the hosting information booths at area events. 
From these community outreach activities, the group has gathered approximately 200 names 
of people who are interested in the FLHP.
	 In addition, they are in the process of forming a community-based nonprofit organiza-
tion called Fernald Living History, Inc. which should be established by early 1999. The new com-
munity-based organization will assume more responsibility for the outreach and grantsman-
ship activities. The organization plans to interview former and current employees of Fernald, 
former and current residents of the Fernald area, and the original members of the FCAB. With 
these interviews, the FLHP will compile educational videos and create a video library. These 
videos may emphasize different aspects of the history of Fernald. For example, one video may 
focus on the history of the Cold War (for use in a Social Studies class), and another video may 
focus on the use of land over the decades (for use in a Earth Science class). 
	 The Committee viewed a video created by the FLHP. 
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	 After the screening, the Committee asked Steve what type of support FLHP wanted from 
the FCAB. FLHP would like the FCAB to help with funding, community outreach/education, and 
ultimately generate proposal for a museum for historical artifacts at the Fernald Site. The Commit-
tee will ask the full CAB to support the efforts of the FLHP.

Details of Future Land Use Options
	 The Committee wants to develop a long-term vision integrating the Native American 
groups, natural resources, and the Living History Project. A Museum and Cultural Center located 
on the 23 acres would reflect the FCAB’s vision of creating a site of national significance and 
would compliment a nature preserve. In order to create this museum, the FCAB would need to 
implement historical preservation procedures and find storage space for the artifacts. The Com-
mittee is concerned that materials may be destroyed without knowledge of their historical signifi-
cance, therefore, the Committee will ask, at the Saturday full CAB meeting, the DOE what, if any, 
historical preservation procedures are in place.


