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Date: 



December 2, 2004

Topics:  


· Transfer of artifacts and photographs to the community

· Tour of the Springdale facility

Attendees:


Fernald Citizens Advisory Board

Jim Bierer

FRESH

Edwa Yocum

The Perspectives Group

David Bidwell

U.S. Department of Energy

Jack Craig

Jane Powell

Johnny Reising

Ed Skintik

Gary Stegner

Anne Wickham 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Donna Bohannon

Tom Schneider

Fluor Fernald

Ken Alkema

Ric Strobl

Eric Woods

Additional Attendees

Jim Innis, Crosby Township Historical Society

Karen Williams, Stoller Corporation

David Bidwell called the meeting to order and asked the attendees to introduce themselves.

Updates and Announcements

Johnny Reising, Jane Powell, and Jack Craig updated the Committee on Environmental Management and Legacy Management stewardship-related activities.  The groups are working on two documents, the Records Transition Plan and the Community Involvement Plan. A “CD4” project management document needs to be pulled together prior to the full transition of the site from EM to LM.  Johnny reported there has been a great deal of interaction and cooperation on both sides.  LM staff recently visited the Rocky Flats site, which is dealing with many of the same issues. Jack Craig announced that LM is working through approximately 360 databases during the transition process.

Jane Powell explained that Dave Geiser would be talking about his visit to the Weldon Spring Interpretive Center at the Stewardship Committee meeting on Thursday, January 6th.  Audrey Berry of the Grand Junction Office will be at the February Stewardship Committee and FCAB meetings to discuss the Local Stakeholder Organization.  The Local Stakeholder Organization and Community Involvement plans will eventually be woven together by EM and LM.

Johnny Reising gave the Committee an update on the NRD settlement.  There have been many meetings over the past 3 months in an attempt to come to an agreement.  He reported the talks are moving forward, but have had ups and downs.  Johnny is confident that they can come to an agreement eventually, but DOE has guidelines to address all components of the settlement.  Crafting an instrument to address all issues is difficult, but the process itself is moving forward.

Ed Skintik told the group that he had reviewed documentation regarding the reinternment of Native American remains to look for a solution, and the issue has now been passed on to DOE’s legal counsel.

Steve Depoe and Fernald Living History have been working to get letters of support for an on-site education facility from municipal organizations and agencies. 

Transfer of Photographs to the Public

Anne Wickham spoke to the group about the legal requirements to transfer photographs from DOE to the public.  An individual person must be listed on the document needed to approve the transfer.  There are currently 17 boxes of photographs and negatives available for transfer.  Bill Taylor and Gary Stegner must provide that individual’s name with input from the FCAB and the Stewardship Committee.  The Committee suggested that the DOE documentation should specify the possible transfer of other records that may have passed their retention dates, which could be interesting historic artifacts.

The group discussed the different types of individuals who could responsibly take possession of the 17 boxes.  David asked the Committee to consider the desired traits of that individual.  Committee members stated that they would like to see a responsible party with a proper storage area (with work space) named as the recipient.  Other traits include: local, an organization as opposed to an individual, relevant organizational mission (i.e. a historical society), and longevity of the organization.  David mentioned that Steve Depoe of Fernald Living History also expressed an interest in storing the 17 boxes of photographs.

David told the Committee that there is currently no secure interim storage at the site.  The Committee was also told that storage space at the site is at an extreme premium.  Trailers will not be available, but similar structures and trailers of about the same age will become available for use.  Committee members asked that DOE investigate the options for storage of the photographs and whether community groups could check out boxes from the Crescentville records center, in order to organize non-record photographs.

Tour of the Springdale Facility

The Committee took a tour of the Springdale facility.  Ric Strobl showed the group how the facility has been rearranged and how photographs have been organized.  He also displayed several production and cleanup-era artifacts.  

Ric reported that community volunteers could help him with three specific tasks:

1. Sort slides.  There are a many boxes of original and copied slides that must be sorted into categories.

2. Count and label negatives.  Many boxes of negatives were recovered from old desks at the site, and from site photographers.  They are sorted, but not counted.

3. Identify photos to tell the story of Fernald.

People who are interested in volunteering to work on these projects should contact Sue Walpole.  Committee members suggested that it would be easier to get community members and retired workers to volunteer for the project, if the work could be conducted near the Fernald site rather than at Springdale.

The next Stewardship Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 6, 2005.
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