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Date: 



February 10, 2005

Topics:  


· Presentation by Audrey Berry of LM regarding LSOs

· Discussion regarding post-closure education and outreach

· Planning a history workshop

Attendees:


Fernald Citizens Advisory Board

Jim Bierer

Lisa Crawford

Steve Depoe

Pam Dunn

Robert Tabor

FRESH

Carol Schroer

Edwa Yocum

The Perspectives Group

David Bidwell

U.S. Department of Energy

Audrey Berry

Jack Craig

Melinda Downing

Jane Powell

Johnny Reising

Gary Stegner

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

Donna Bohannon

Tom Schneider

Fluor Fernald

Ken Alkema

Sue Walpole

Eric Woods

Additional Attendees

Gene Branham, FAT & LC

Allen Callaway, FAT & LC





Earl Corson, Crosby Township Historical Society





Jim Innis, FLH, Inc.





Melissa Lutz, Stoller Corporation





Polly Robinson, Stoller Corporation





Ric Strobl, Horizon Environmental

Warren Strunk, Crosby Township Trustee

Karen Williams, Stoller Corporation





Carl Jacobson, Stoller Corporation





Ellen Yordy, Ross Township Trustee
David Bidwell called the meeting to order and asked the attendees to introduce themselves.

Updates and Announcements

Jane Powell from Legacy Management (LM) told the group that representatives from LM and the Fernald site had met frequently during the past week to discuss the physical property (i.e. computers, equipment, etc.), site real estate issues (i.e. easements, lease agreements, deed transfers, etc.), and the Site Transition Plan.  The Site Transition Plan will be finalized on February 28th, and sent to EM1 for signatures.  Jane stated that the Plan would then be released to the public for review.  The Plan covers 10 to 12 major milestones for the site, and focuses on logistical issues.  An On-Site Disposal Facility (OSDF) inspection was scheduled, but was postponed until the week of February 14th due to weather conditions.  Jane also explained that her office is continuing to work on the Legacy Management and Institutional Controls Plan (LMIC).  The revised document is due on April 15th, and Gary Stegner will be collecting comments on the earlier draft through March 4th.

David told the group that a very large portion of the site had been certified clean, and is now in the restoration phase.  He encouraged the group to go to the site and view the progress.  He also said that there would be additional details about site progress discussed at the February 12th FCAB meeting.

Johnny Reising told the group that the Natural Resource Damages (NRD) draft settlement documents were currently under review by Ohio legal council.  Johnny is continuing to push for information from the Ohio legal council, and is working on internal documents to identify the scope of work, agencies involved, and budget.

Gary Stegner stated that DOE would be sorting through the older photographs over the coming month in an effort to identify a representative set of 500-1000 photographs.  DOE plans to scan these photographs and post them on a public web site.  Ric Strobl stated that he was currently sorting through 88 boxes of negatives and prints for Fluor. These photos are being categorized as mission-related, mission-routine, and ceremonial.  “Mission-routine” photographs is a new category of records. The National Archives will provide DOE with a retention schedule for these photos.  Sue discussed the different types of artifacts being collected for use in displays.  She asked the group to get the word out to potential volunteers to assist in the sorting process for excess and non-mission photos and negatives.

David Bidwell explained to the group that a letter had been sent to Barbara Crandall regarding the reinterment of Native American remains.  DOE is handing over responsibility for the reinterment to the federally recognized Tribes, and a specific process has been laid out for them to follow.

Steve Depoe announced that the next Fernald Living History, Inc. meeting would take place on March 7th at 6:30 pm, at the Crosby Township Senior Center.  He also announced that the Hamilton County Environmental Action Commission received a response from Paul Golan of EM regarding their letter in support of post-closure education.  Paul Golan’s letter acknowledged the need for a post-closure information center at Fernald.  Steve also told the group that he had received a response from Bill Taylor regarding Fernald Living History’s recommendation for an artifacts disposition plan.  Bill Taylor’s letter explained that a formal disposition plan will not be created by DOE.  Steve said that he was working on comments that could be incorporated in the Community Involvement Plan that would achieve a similar goal.  

Jim Innis explained that Fernald Living History Inc. received one box of DOE negatives and photographs for sorting, and one piece of equipment to view the negatives.  An index of the photos and negatives was included, but FLH found it inadequate.  Approximately half of the items in the box are not included in the index.  They are currently in the process of creating a new index using the identification numbers already assigned to the materials and consistent key words.  Jim explained that the process is very time intensive, and may have already taken about 20 hours to sort through half of the box.  FLH will continue to sort and identify the images.  The group agreed that it would be beneficial to have the feedback of plant retirees in identifying people in the photographs.

Local Stakeholder Organizations (LSO)

Audrey Berry of Legacy Management (LM) presented three handouts to the group related to the anticipated formation of LSOs for Fernald, Mound, and Rocky Flats, and explained that she would be giving a more in-depth presentation at the full FCAB meeting on February 12th.  The first handout was an organizational chart of the LM team.  Audrey stressed that the group is truly working together as a team, and is meeting often.  The second handout detailed the LSO legislation, and the third handout was a summary of the general parameters of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA).

Audrey explained that the purpose of her presentation was to solicit feedback from the full CAB and from the Stewardship Committee on the LSOs.  The LSOs must be in place six months before site closure. She also explained that the House of Representatives added language to the legislation stating that FACA would apply, but  DOE legal counsel was investigating whether FACA procedures must apply.  Currently, the legislation states that local elected officials will be part of the LSO.  

Audrey told the group that she was also having similar meetings with Rocky Flats and Mound regarding site-closure.  Input is needed from all three sites regarding the legislation, process, and the formation of the local stakeholder organizations themselves.  In a response to a question from Lisa Crawford, Audrey explained that the meaning of “local government officials” was not clearly defined, and may be open to interpretation.  Lisa stated that she believed the definition should be confined to the township trustees.

Audrey reiterated that her main goal is to get input from the three sites as soon as possible, in order to draft a concept by March 1st.  It is important to move quickly, as the LSOs must be in place by September, 2005.  David Bidwell asked the group to think about what they would like the LSOs to accomplish and who should be involved.  He explained that there would be much more time to discuss the issue at the full FCAB meeting on February 12th.  Steve Depoe asked the group to review the summary of the legislation on page five of the draft Community Involvement Plan in order to prepare for that meeting.

Education and Outreach

David handed out a matrix created by The Perspectives Group, and Sue Walpole regarding post-closure education and outreach efforts at the site. He then explained the matrix in detail. The purpose of the matrix is to remind everyone what resources the site already has, who would be responsible for different types of outreach, and potential partners. Sue reminded everyone that the document would be edited and added to on a regular basis. 

David asked the group for feedback regarding Dave Geiser’s presentation on Weldon Spring at the last meeting.  The group generally agreed that it was helpful to receive the information, but that plans for education facilities must be addressed on a site-by-site basis.  The group also agreed that Dave provided a guide to the types of terminology that needed to be used in order to gain support from government agencies for an education facility.  David explained that although there may be a sense of panic with the site-closure date pending, most of the progress at Weldon Spring was made after site-closure.  Steve stated that Fernald should use Steve McCracken’s vision of Weldon Spring as a guideline for the project at Fernald.

Jim Innis told the group about a recent visit to the National Atomic Museum in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  He described some of the exhibits and suggested that Fernald try to work with the government to obtain additional artifacts in order to tell a more complete story.  He said that an education facility at Fernald could be a perfect place for hundreds of science fairs and for education children about the history of the site and the Cold War.

History Workshop

David proposed that instead of holding a large community-wide History Workshop, that a smaller, more focused workshop be held.  He suggested inviting historians and other professionals to help guide the group through the process of structuring the history, creating the framework, and the budget.  The group generally agreed that it was time to move forward with the workshop.  They also agreed that it is time to work with potential LSO members, in order to smooth the transition from the FCAB to an LSO.

The next Stewardship Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 10, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. in the Delta Building located on Hamilton-Cleves Highway.
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